


 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement 
The Town of Sylvan Lake respectfully 

acknowledges that the land on which we 

gather is Treaty 6 territory, home to the Métis 

Nation of Alberta, Region 3. These lands are 

traditional meeting grounds, gathering places, 

and travel routes for many Nations, including 

the Cree, Dene, Blackfoot, Métis, Saulteaux, 

and Nakota Sioux. We are grateful for the 

Traditional Knowledge Keepers and Elders 

who are still with us today and those who 

have gone before us. We acknowledge and 

thank all the many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit whose footsteps have marked these 

lands for centuries. 

. 



ALBERTA

EDMONTON

CALGARY

The Town of Sylvan Lake is situated on the southeast edge of Sylvan Lake, a 15-kilometre-long 
freshwater lake in Red Deer County. 

Over time, Sylvan Lake has become a favourite vacationing spot for families from both 
Edmonton and Calgary. The lake is a popular destination for tourists from around Alberta, 
with over 1.5 million visitors each year. 

Sylvan Lake is a vibrant lakeside community with a high-quality lifestyle that respects the 
environment, provides diverse economic opportunities, and values efficient, inclusive, and 
transparent government.
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Demographics 

 

 

The average age in 

Sylvan Lake is 37 

compared to the 

provincial figure of 39. 

Takeaways 

1. Sylvan Lake has experienced remarkable growth since the 

early 2000s, with growth rates of 21.1% (from 2006 to 

2011), 19.9% (2011-2016) and 7.9% (2016-2021) over the 

previous three Census periods. 

2. As of 2025 it is estimated that the Town’s population is 

approaching 18,000, with the current high growth rates 

continuing through the next decade (9.5% and 8.3% 

projected over the next two five-year periods). 

3. This leads to an overall projected population of 21,332 by 

2035, an increase of nearly 10,000 residents since 

2011. 

4. The Town has a larger relative population of teens and 

young adults (10-34) than Alberta, which is typically a 

difficult demographic for smaller municipalities to attract. 

This likely speaks to the growing opportunities and strong 

quality of life in the Town of Sylvan Lake. 

Language 

Over 1,000 Sylvan Lake residents speak 

French, while nearly 1,500 residents speak 

a non-official language. 

 

Household and Earnings 

 24% of Sylvan Lake’s 

homeowners spend 

30% or more of 

household total 

income on shelter 

costs. 

 In 2024, median total 

income for all Sylvan 

Lake residents 15 

years and over was 

$53,574. 

 In 2024, the median 

household income in 

Sylvan Lake was 

similar to Alberta 

figures, while the 

average incomes for 

households were 

lower in comparison 

to Alberta figures. 

mailto:amercer@sylvanlake.ca


Apprenticeship/trades 
certificate/diploma

High school certificate  
or equivalent

No certificate,  
diploma/degree

University diploma/degree 
bachelor or above

College or other  
non-university  

certificate

For the population aged 25-64.

Educational Attainment Knowledge of Languages

14%
11%

32%

25%

19%

Secondary Post-secondary
32% 57%
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12,362
10,208

14,820
15,995

17,998

All data sourced from Manifold SuperDemographics 2025, unless otherwise specified.

Demographic  
Snapshot2025  

Community 
Profile

20112006 2016 2021 2025

AVERAGEMEDIAN 

37
Sylvan Lake Age

37
Sylvan Lake Age

38
Alberta Age

39
Alberta Age

0-14

15-29

30-44

45-64

3,416 (19%)

Age Breakdown

3,646 (20%)

4,449 (25%)

4,169 (23%)

65+ 2,290 (13%)

Population Growth

Top 5  
Non-Official 

Languages Most 
Commonly  
Spoken*

Tagalog
Spanish 

Ukrainian 
German
Russian

18% 
17%
9%
8%
5%

English

Non-Official

French 
98.7%

7.8%

6.0%

*Percentage of people speaking non-official languages.
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Labour Force 
 

Takeaways 

When analyzing the Town’s labour force, it can be seen that: 

1. Economic engagement rates (participation, employment, 

unemployment) are higher than provincial figures, 

suggesting an engaged working-aged population. A higher 

unemployment rate is typical of communities experiencing 

rapid population growth, as newcomers take time to find 

work. 

2. Compared to the province, Sylvan Lake residents are more 

likely to work in trades, transport and equipment 

operators and related occupations or natural resources, 

agriculture and related production occupations, and less 

likely to work in business, finance and administration 

occupations or natural and applied sciences and 

related occupations.  

3. Only approximately one-in-twenty residents (6%) worked 

from home in 2025, lower than nearby communities, 

suggesting an opportunity for attraction given the Town is 

otherwise growing rapidly. 

4. Over two-in-three (69%) residents still have a physical 

office location outside of their home. 

Key Indicators 

Sylvan Lake is home to a labour force of 

over 10,500 persons. 

 

Labour Force Commute 

 Sylvan Lake 

residents are more 

likely to commute out 

of the community for 

work (60% of the 

resident labour force 

commutes out) than 

neighbouring 

community residents 

are to commute into 

Sylvan Lake (32% of 

the local labour force 

is from other 

communities). 

 This is expected of a 

rural community near 

to a larger urban 

centre (City of Red 

Deer) but speaks to 

the value of 

connected municipal 

economies. 

mailto:amercer@sylvanlake.ca
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All data sourced from Manifold SuperDemographics 2025, unless otherwise specified.*By labour force employment for people living in Sylvan Lake.

Self-Employed

Class of Worker

2025  
Community 
Profile

Labour 
Force

16%

Male Female

14%

Employee

72.0%
Participation Rate

67.3%
Employment Rate*

7.0%
Unemployment Rate*

Alberta 
69.1%

Alberta* 
64.0%

Alberta*

7.6%

MEDIAN  
EMPLOYMENT 

INCOME 

$53,574

PROVINCIAL 
MEDIAN 

EMPLOYMENT INCOME 

$51,606

Business, Finance &  
Administration

Education, Law & Social,  
Community & Government Services

2,497

2,385

1,396

1,044

828

Health Care and Social  
Assistance

Accommodation & 
Food Services

1,327

1,417

1,264

633

6% 25% 69%

At Home No Fixed  
Workplace

Physical  
Place of Work

Employed by Place of Work

81% 83%
Trades, Transport &  

Equipment Operators

Sales & Service

Health Occupations

Construction trades

*Percentage of people speaking non-official languages.

Mining, Quarrying, and Oil 
& Gas Extraction

Retail Trade
1,303

*Unemployment and employment rates are from Statistics Canada Table 14-10-0480-01 (Sylvan Lake) and 14-10-0017-02 (Alberta).



All data sourced from Manifold SuperDemographics 2025, unless otherwise specified.

Single detached house

Apartment/detached  
duplex

Rowhouse

Semi-detached 
house

2025  
Community 
Profile

of Sylvan Lake’s 
homeowners spend 30% 
or more of household total 
income on shelter costs.

Before 2005

2006-2009 2010-2015 2016-2021 2022 and  
after

24%

3,456

Alberta 
21%

Housing and  
Affordability

1,
19

4

93
0

70
8

Dwelling Value

Construction of Dwellings

Affordability

Breakdown of Dwelling Type

16%
13%

5%

66%

Median
Dwelling

Value

Average 
Dwelling

Value 

$394,539

$412,074

$441,856
Provincial Median 

$511,618
Provincial Average 

98
1
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Transportation 

and Logistics 
 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Location 

Sylvan Lake’s prime location along Highway 11 is just 18 kilometers 

west of the City of Red Deer, a regional economic hub. It is centrally 

positioned between Calgary and Edmonton. The town enjoys 

seamless access to two international airports, both just a 90-minute 

drive away, providing global connectivity for businesses and visitors. 

With Red Deer Regional Airport nearby, Sylvan Lake’s central 

position within the Calgary-Edmonton Corridor makes it an ideal hub 

for commerce, tourism, and regional trade. 

CANAMEX Corridor 

Sylvan Lake is positioned just off the 

CANAMEX Corridor, offering businesses a 

strategic advantage in attracting investment, 

expanding trade, and enhancing regional 

connectivity. As a key component of a North 

American trade route stretching from Canada 

through the United States to Mexico, the 

corridor facilitates efficient transportation of 

goods, services, and people. This corridor is a 

vital gateway for County businesses 

interested in accessing international markets. 

mailto:amercer@sylvanlake.ca
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Doing Business 

in Sylvan Lake 

Why Invest in Sylvan Lake? 

Sylvan Lake is investment-ready, offering opportunities in 

retail, industrial, and waterfront redevelopment. The 

waterfront, including Lighthouse Park, continues to be a 

focus for enhancing tourism and residential opportunities. 

With no provincial sales tax and a streamlined process, 

Sylvan Lake is primed for growth. 

Have a question about our local resources or incentives? 

Need guidance on starting or expanding your business? 

Interested in partnering with us to drive economic 

prosperity? Our dedicated team is here to lend a helping 

hand and provide you with the support you need. 

 

Support for Business 

Success 

Sylvan Lake is committed to fostering a 

business-friendly climate through a range of 

programs and partnerships designed to 

support businesses, developers, and 

investors. The town offers flexible waterfront 

design guidelines to facilitate development 

and encourage growth through annual 

business support programs. With a 

dedicated Economic Development team 

ready to assist with site selection, permitting, 

and long-term planning, Sylvan Lake 

provides businesses with the tools they need 

to succeed. 

 

Investment Opportunities 

Sylvan Lake has enormous opportunities for 

growth in the tourism industry. Currently, 

over a million guests visit Sylvan Lake 

annually, the majority visiting in July and 

August, spending on average CAD $41.00 

per person. The tourism industry created 

600 tourism-related jobs in Sylvan Lake, and 

an overall economic impact of the tourism 

industry of $74,967,391. 

For more information, please contact: 

Amanda Mercer 

Economic Development Officer 

Town of Sylvan Lake 

5012 48th Avenue 

Sylvan Lake, Alberta, T4S 1G6 

P: 403.887.1185 Ext. 226 

amercer@sylvanlake.ca 

invest.sylvanlake.ca  

mailto:amercer@sylvanlake.ca
mailto:amercer@sylvanlake.ca
https://invest.sylvanlake.ca/
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About the Data 
Please note that every effort has been made to use 

the most current data available. The major sources of 

information for this document are:  

 The 2006, 2011, 2016 and 2021 Census from 

Statistics Canada.  

 Manifold SuperDemographics data is from 2025 

Manifold Data Mining Inc. 

The most recent Census was conducted in May 

2021. SuperDemographics 2025 is the most up to 

date estimation of population characteristics, based 

on mathematical models that draw from various data 

sources. 

 

Manifold Projection Method: 

Manifold estimates demographic data annually, 

including population projections for 5 and 10 years in 

the future. Manifold data sources include Statistics 

Canada, Health Canada, real estate 

boards/companies, Canadian Bankers Association, 

Bank of Canada, Canada Post Corporation, 

consumer and business directories books, flyer 

distribution association, regional health ministries, 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada, regional school 

boards, proprietary survey and research, and 

publications of hospitals, CM HC, BBM and partners. 
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